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dealt with. It is easy to speak of 20, or 30, or 100,000
men on our frontiers. With our hands on the Constitution
we can but die behind our palmetto logs and cotton bags,
if we are to be sacrificed for the sake of an experiment.
This however will not ensue,—neither rebellion, revolu-
tion, nor war. The U. S. will appeal to a Tribunal we
cannot convoke, but are willing to appear before, the
authority that framed the Constitution, a Convention of
the States, two thirds, of whom are competent to decide.
With Alexander we say "where Princes are our competi-
tors we will enter the lists." We will be judged by our
Peers. In the mean time be assured we seek no foreign
allies; the idea is libellous and absurd.
Nor can we after 13 years of baffled efforts hope for
any change in the opinions of an interested majority.
Great Britain taxed us without representation. Congress
does it against,—which is most bearable1? "Attachment to
the Union" is not I conceive "the loyalty of an Ameri-
can," but attachment to the Constitution, is. I know that
there are those who go for the Union "right, or wrong,"
it is their interest to do so, this is transatlantic legitimacy.
We go for the Constitution, and therefore can never go
wrong, and we look upon the preservation of State rights,
and among the rest of the right of nullifying, the highest,
and most vital, and the only check upon the encroach-
ments of the General Government, as the best safeguard
to that Constitution and security for the Union itself. I
have spoken openly, Mr. Cooper, and fearlessly, trusting
to your candid consideration. With best wishes for your-
self and family, I remain very truly yrs., etc.,
H. N. Cruger, of So. Car.
A Mons. J. Fenimore Cooper.
Rue d'Aguesseau, No. 22, a Paris.

